
 
 
 
 
26 October 2017 
 

   By email 
 
Dear Davis Cup Administrators 
 
Further to the information sent to you the week before last regarding the trials for 2018, please 
see below the formal notice of the detail of the changes, including additional operational 
information you will need for planning both Home and Away Group II  ties in 2018. 
 
For your ease of reading the specific changes have been highlighted in red. 
 
Two Days of Play / Best of Three Sets 
 
Days of play and Schedule (Regulation 36) 
 

1. The tie must be played Saturday and Sunday 
2. The schedule shall be as follows; 

Saturday: Two singles rubbers 
Sunday: Doubles rubber followed by two singles rubbers 

 
On Day One the Number One ranked player of each team shall play against the Number Two 
ranked player of the opposing team over the best of three tie-break sets. The order of play shall 
be decided by lot at the Draw ceremony. 
In the doubles, each team shall consist of two players who shall play against the opposing team 
over the best of three-tie-break sets.  The doubles match must take place before the third 
singles match (unless otherwise decided by the Referee e.g. due to weather issues). 
The Number One ranked player of each team shall play the third singles match. 
The Number Two ranked player of each team shall play the fourth singles match. 
 
Interval between matches (Regulation 37) 
 
There shall be an interval of 20 minutes between the singles rubbers on both days and 30 
minutes between the Doubles and third Singles. 
 
Please note that the Referee has the general discretion to vary the time between matches and 
order of play in the case of weather issues or any other unavoidable hindrance.  
 
Deadlines for changing player nominations (Regulation 35) 
 
There are no changes to the current rule except for the third Singles, whereby a change can be 
made no later than 10 minutes after completion of the Doubles. 
 
Playing Conditions (Regulations 40 (b) & (c)) 
 

1. The commencement and cessation of play must be arranged so that it is possible for play 
to be completed each day under reasonable conditions. 

2. There must be a minimum of twenty (20) hours between the scheduled start time of play 
on day 1 and the scheduled start time of play on day 2. 
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3. For outdoor ties there must be six (6) hours of daylight for play on day 1 (irrespective of 

the court surface used) and eight (8) hours of daylight for play on day 2.  If artificial light 
is used, or if the tie is held indoors, the first match on either day must not start later than 
6.00pm. 

4. The times for cessation of play as well as the protocol for use of floodlights shall be 
decided by the Referee. 

5. Any request for a variation to the above requires ITF approval.  
 
Match Court Availability and Practice on court (Regulation 39) 
 
As you are aware, this rule is already changing for 2018 as approved by the 2017 AGM. There will 
be no further changes.  As a recap the rule for 2018 is as follows; 
 
Indoor ties: 
Match court + one practice court ready from Wednesday 9 am  
If on hard court: if two practice courts are ready by Wednesday the match court can be ready on 
Thursday 9 am   
 
Outdoor ties: 
Match court ready by Wednesday 9 am + one practice court ready by the previous Sunday (6 
days before start of the tie). 
 
Press Conference (Code of Conduct Art II.G.) 
 
Note that any player playing doubles and the third singles match does not have to attend the 
press conference until after his singles match, unless the tie is decided after the doubles. 
 
Team Presentation Ceremony (Code of Conduct Art II.H.) 
 
There will be no team presentation ceremony in 2018, making it logistically easier for team 
members playing the 4th or 5th rubber. 
 
Arrival of Referee and Neutral Chair Umpire 
 
The Referee will be scheduled to arrive on Tuesday of the week of the tie and the Chair Umpire 
on Thursday. 
 
5th player (Regulation 35(a) and Regulation 53) 
 

1. Nations can nominate a 5th player. A team shall consist of;  
A minimum of three and a maximum of FIVE which must include the nomination of a 
playing Captain; or 
A minimum of four and a maximum of SIX which must 
Include the nomination of a non-playing Captain 

2. Having a 5th player is not obligatory. Three remains the minimum number of players.  
3. The ITF will pay the usual travel contribution for the 5th player, taking the travelling 

expenses entitlement to up to a maximum of five players as well as a captain. This will be 
set out in the 2018 Financial Letter, which will be sent to you in November. 

4. The team nomination deadline remains ten days ahead of the tie.  As the tie will now 
start on Saturday, this means Wednesday rather than Tuesday of the preceding week.   
An updated form will be sent out to NA’s in due course.  Please take ample time to 
consider any eligibility requests you need to submit to the ITF for additional players who 
have not played Davis Cup before. All requests for 2018 should be sent to us as soon as 
possible, and by no later than 18 December 2017. 

5. Deadline and procedure for singles and doubles  players nominations: No change to 
current rule 
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6. Changes in singles and doubles  players nominations: No change to current rule 
 

 
Dead rubber policy (Regulation 36 (e)) 
 

1. The dead rubber policy stated in Regulation 36(e) for Ties in Group II is replaced with the 
following policy:  

a. If the third rubber (doubles) is decisive:  
i. Only the fourth rubber must be played;  

ii. The fourth rubber shall be the best of three tie-break sets with a tie break 
in the first two. If the score reaches one set all, a 10 point match tie break 
will be played;  

iii. The fifth rubber will not be played unless both teams and the Referee 
agree otherwise; 

iv. If the fifth rubber is played, a 10 point match tie break will be played as a 
deciding set. 

 
b. If the fourth rubber (third singles) is decisive:  

i. The fifth rubber will not be played unless both teams and the Referee 
agree otherwise.  In this case, a 10 point match tie break will be played as  
a deciding set; 

ii. If the fourth match is not completed (due to injury, etc.) the Referee 
has the discretion to play the fifth rubber.  In this case a 10 point match 
tie break will be played as a deciding set. 

 
Please note that because the best of three sets over two days, 5-man team and revised dead 
rubber policy are trials permitted under the 2018 Davis Cup Regulations, the Davis Cup 
Regulations that govern the above points will not be formally changed in 2018. Instead, this 
notice will override the interpretation and application of the Davis Cup Regulations as specified. 
Anything in the Regulations which is not altered in substance by this notice will apply as normal.  
 
We shall be monitoring the trials and feedback will be formally requested during 2018, but 
please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or comments in the meantime. 
 
 
With kind regards 

 

Justine Albert 
Executive Director, Professional Tennis Events 
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